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Ethical Dilemmas in Lawyering:

Concealing Clients' Crimes as a Case Study
— A Comparative Study between Sharia and Algerian Law
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Abstract:

The lawyering profession is seen both as noble for aiding justice and
controversial for potentially leading to wrongful acquittals or convictions
due to lawyers' skills. Critics argue that lawyers often conceal their clients'
guilt to maintain confidentiality, even aiding them in evading charges,
raising ethical dilemmas. This paper examines the stance of Islamic Sharia
and Algerian law on whether lawyers should report their clients' crimes.
Both legal systems allow or require lawyers to report crimes in specific
situations. The research provides a comparative analysis, highlighting
similarities and differences between the two legal frameworks.

Key words: Professional Ethics, Lawyering, Testimony, Confidentiality,
Organized crime.
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