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Abstract:

In principle, a criminal judge is free to form his conviction based on any
evidence he considers convincing, in accordance with Article 212 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. However, this freedom is restricted when assessing oral
evidence such as confession and testimony, which require objective conditions for
their validity. Legal presumptions also restrict the judge's freedom and may shift
the burden of proof to the accused, contrary to the general criminal principle.
Algerian law limits the means of proof in certain crimes and requires the
application of special rules in preliminary matters.

Keywords: Freedom of the judge - assessment of verbal evidence - the crime of
adultery - the crime of driving while intoxicated.
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